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SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW
The interview with Lois Elkins had several points, but one main point that was
prevalent throughout the interview was her happiness. She talked about her childhood
through today, and constantly described things as loving them or cheerily discussing her
life. Appalachia has many gifts in people and Lois is one of them . She explains that
although they did not have very much, her family persevered and seemed very content
with each other. Lois goes over her school days and first working days in West Virginia.
She talks about her children, husband, and family, and a deep love shines through as
she recounts her past.
Lois also describes going to Brazil and the life that she led there. She seemed
to find contentment, even that far from her home. Mrs. Elkins describes the beauty of
the area the was her temporary home, while her husband, Russell helped Union Carbide
establish a plant in Brazil. She explains how the people lived and her obstacles during
her year long stay there. Also, Lois tells about being glad to return to Hamlin, her home,
and not wanting to ever live anywhere else.
Another major point of Lois's life is her church . Relig ion has played a large role
in her life and continues to this day. She goes over generations of her family going to
the Methodist church in Hamlin and how much time that it takes up of her everyday life.
Lois has an instilled love for God, her family, and the region that she calls her only
home, Appalachia.
Lois Elkins is an extraordinary person that I have had the pleasure of knowing all
of my life. She has been a friend of my family and my friend, too . She will keep a
special place in my heart and I will never forget her. Her life in Appalachia mirrors so
many more of the people here and one set of ideals shines through. Love God, love
your family, and love where you are from, these three along with one point that is ever
present in Lois's life--always seek happiness, for it will set you free .

SUMMARY OF LOIS ELKINS INTERVIEW:

Ms. Elkins discusses in detail her growing up years, family, school days
and early working days.

Lois also describes her trip to Brazil and the

life that she led there, and how her husband, Russell, helped Union Carbide
establish a plant there.

Another major point of Lois's life is her church.

She talks in detail the influence religion has and continues to play in
her life .

TAPE #1
SUBJECT: LIFE HISTORIES

AN ORAL INTERVIEW WITH: MRS. LOIS ELKINS

CONDUCTED BY: CHRISTINA ROUSH

DATES OF INTERVIEW: NOVEMBER 24, AND DECEMBER 1, 1998

TRANSCRIPTIONIST/TYPIST: CHRISTINA ROUSH
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CR: This is Christina Roush. I'm here with Lois Elkins and I'm interviewing her for my
fieldwork project. How are you doing Lois?
LE: Fine, thank you.
CR: I would just like to know basically about your life in Appalachia .
LE: Okay. I'll start with birth. I was born in New Hamlin, July the twenty-sixth, nineteen
thirty-one in my home . My mother and father built the house and we were all raised
there . And I think every one of the children were born in the house, except maybe the
last one . I think he might have been born in -the Henson clinic. There were three boys
and four girls and all survived except one boy who died at the age of eight months, with
some kind of complications that probably would not have happened this day and age at
all, if they could have gotten him to a hospital. But, for the tome being , I knew there it
was too late .
My father was a driller in the gas well business . All my life, that's all I can remember.
He boarded away from home most of the time , worked twelve hour shifts. He was a
driller, and lots of times, did not get to come home on weekends , because they worked
around the clock until the well was finished . And then he would come in until they
started a new one. But I remember that as being part of our life . He just was not there
that much and, unless he was working close to home. And my mother, more or less ,
raised us. She learned to do everything that men do, also, and in turn , we learned to do
a lot of it, too .
My grandfather and my grandmother lived with us, which were my dad 's parents,
until they both died . I don't remember my grandmother that well . I think I was four when
she died, three or four. But I do remember my grandfather very well, because I was
probably in the sixth grade, or somewhere around there , when he died .
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LE: I don't guess we had that much, of course this was, the depression came along
there also. But we didn 't, if we were poor, we didn't know we were poor because
everybody else was just like us. New Hamlin was a wonderful place to grow up as a
child. We had, there were lots of children there and had a lot, we had a lot of friends.
And, like I say, most of them were just like we were.
I don't remember us ever doing without anything , and certainly not food, because we
raised enough to provide whatever we needed. We always had our own meat, garden,
and food was very plentiful as far as I remember as a child . I don 't ever remember
being put to bed hungry, or even being put to bed with just a little to eat. We always had
plenty. We probably didn't have a lot that money buys, but we got along well.

,

I was the fourth of the seven children . I was a big tomboy, because the child that my
parents lost was between two girls, and my father wanted a boy when I was born. So,
he made me a boy (laughs), a tomboy. And I did not learn to sew, I hate sewing to this
day. All my other sisters sewed, but when they were all doing that , I was with my dad ,
doing whatever he was doing . Whether it was feeding chickens , feeding the pigs. I also
thought I would be really, really a big daddy's girl and learn to milk the cow. And I was
the only one of the children that learned to milk the cow. And I regretted the day I ever
did that, because from the time I learned, I got to milk the cow every day. But I thought
my dad would be so proud of me that that was the one thing that I wanted to do. But
that wasn't too smart on my part.
We , of course , all went to Hamlin school and a bus picked us up and brought us to
school every day and took us back home. And there again , I don 't remember that we
ever felt that other people had so much more than we did . I'm sure that there were kids ,
LE: probably here in town that did have more. But we never, ever felt like we were
poor, like I say, everybody else was just like us.
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I loved school. My parents, my dad was not that strict, but my mother was very strict.
I can't ever, in my wildest imagination, ever, as I know a lot of kids' do today, say I don't
think I'll go to school today, because we knew better than to ever say that. But,
fortunately, I think we all liked school, I know I did . And we worked hard at home, so we
were probably tickled to death to get to go to school.
But it wasn't all work, we had a lot of play, too . Like I say, a lot of kids to play with.
And they all had chores to do also, but there was fun times . All the fun was in the
homes , because that was the only entertainment there was. I can remember going from
different people's houses popping popcorn, making popcorn balls, having taffy pulls .
Just going to somebody else's house and making a pan of fudge, or... I can't remember
games that we played in the winter time. I just can't recall that until Monopoly came out.
I remember playing Monopoly and I remember playing Rook. Many, many nights I
remember playing Rook, and that was probably the first games that we ever had in our
house. And I'm sure that it even belonged to us, but I remember us playing with other
kids.
Ages of the children were kind of spaced between, particularly the older ones. My
brother was much older than I was, and for a long time, for many, many years, the only
boy. So, he got most anything that he wanted. And sometimes we girls resented that
but he was, like I say, the only boy for many years . I don't know how many years is
between him and my younger brother. But the youngest is a boy and the oldest was a
boy. Like the oldest one, I really don't remember that much . I think he was just so
much older than I was growing up that he probably didn't' have too much to do with any
of we LE: girls, for that matter. He might have the older ones, but he really didn't me
because there was a big age difference.
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By the time the second boy came along, I think I was probably seven when he was
born. But he was just our play toy, we absolutely adored him. And he was the sickliest
child I've ever seen. There was always something wrong with him , but we just carried
him around like a baby doll from the time he was born. You would never know by
looking at him now, but he was a sickly child, and he was.
I was probably closer to the one sister ahead of me and the one sister behind me.
One sister younger than I am , there was only a little over a year's difference in us. I
guess as a child, we probably played a lot to~ether, but I can remember we fought a lot,
too . I can remember fighting with her more than any of the other family, because my
other sister was eight years older, four years older than I was . So , there again, I was
just the tag along as far as she was concerned, probably. But I remember my sister
Barbara, and I fighting, from the time I can remember anything , we fought until our
mother walked onto the scene. And then everything was quiet till she got out of there .
Out of sight or hearing again and then we would start fighting again . But we were close ,
particularly close now, probably closer after I left home and went to work. But I do
remember that we couldn't agree on anything growing up. But we just had wonderful
times as children.
There were so many children in that neighborhood and we had to find our own
entertainment. And there were hills all around us, and we had playhouses, on the hill
above our house at least, big rock cliffs. We just always had places to play. We never
lacked for entertainment. I don't ever remember saying to anybody I'm bored . We
knew LE: better than to be bored , because if we were, there would be something for us
to do. Mother would have seen to that. But, like I say, it was a wonderful time to grow
up.
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We didn't have all the pressure on us that kids today have. We had good teachers, I
remember very few teachers that I was really afraid of. Maybe one or two I didn't like as
well as others, but on the whole, I really liked my teachers . They were good people and
I loved school. I loved school all the way through, which was to my advantage. And like
I say, I think we probably all did. I think we were taught to like school, to have a love of
school.
But, like I say, my dad worked away from home so, therefore , we did not have a
vehicle at our disposal until he would come llome. My mother did not drive. She taught
herself to drive after I was in high school, probably. She didn't need to drive, she didn't
have anything to drive. So, most of our transportation was on foot , because we didn't
go anywhere but from New Hamlin to Hamlin, which was a mile. And that was nothing
for us to walk that, even two or three times a day.
My grandparents lived in Hamlin, and we spent a lot of time at their house .
remember that all holidays were spent at my grandparents' house in Hamlin . And I think
back-- there were lots and lots of grandchildren because it was a big family. And I don't
ever, ever remember my grandmother ever having to call the children down. I mean ,
even in the wintertime . We were all in this big house and playing together, all
grandchildren. But I don't ever remember her ever saying an unkind word to us or
calling us down. But probably my mother and my mother's family, the children all knew
what they were supposed to do and they did, for the most part. We knew not to get into
stuff that we weren 't supposed to be in, you know, in my grandmother's house. So, we
all just obeyed the rules and had a wonderful time together.
LE: Like I say, most of our transportation was on foot. In high school, sometimes the
bus would run to bring us in to sports activities at the high school. I was fortunate
enough, after we got older, to have a girlfriend who had a car. And she would come and
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bring me to Hamlin to activities at the school. Otherwise, I probably would not have
been allowed to go because I wasn't allowed to walk at night to Ha'mlin . So, I just don't
know that we were deprived of anything. I wouldn't trade it for any life. I hope that my
kids can look back and say the same thing, because Hamlin is a wonderful town . I think
it's been a wonderful place for me to grow up.
And the church was always a big part of our lives. I don 't remember at what age we
started coming to Hamlin to church . But from the time I can remember church, that's
where we were , in Hamlin at my grandparents' church . Probably we walked there most
of the time, too, i realiy don 't remember. And I think my grandfather would come to get
us a lot. He didn't drive. Sometimes he would just come and walk us down . I don't ever
remember him driving . I don't know that he could, evidently he couldn't.
He worked for Columbia Gas and he walked a meter beat over all these hills, all
those years . And I remember him walking by our house many times . And I don 't ever
remember seeing him drive, so I don't guess he did . But they were certainly good
tomes.
When you're growing up as a child, money doesn't mean that much to you . And I
never, ever even thought about what kind of salary my father had, because there was
always ever-- you know, whatever we needed, was always there. I do remember as a
child that Christmases were certainly a little slim , but we didn't know the difference,
because there was always something there, always some toy, always plenty, like I say,
plenty to eat. And it was a wonderful tome for us.
LE: I only remember one time of ever even thinking of money as far as my father's job
was concerned . And we, like I say, had a big family. There was six children and a
grandfather who lived there even after I remember that much about it. There was three
bedrooms. My grandfather had one of them, so you can imagine how the rest of the
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house was kind of piled . And my mother and father had another one. So, that left a
bedroom for four girls. And, I think my brother probably slept in the bedroom with my
grandfather. But I don't remember even worrying about that. I'm sure we slept right
four to a bed many a nights. I'm sure we did then .
But I remember one time that we were going to add on to the house and we were all
so excited. We were going to put an upstairs in our house and they were supposed to
start on a Monday morning . I don't know what age I was by that time, but old enough to
know that we were going to get an upstairs and the whole family was excited. But, on I
think on either a Thursday or a Friday before they were to start on that house, they
brought my father home from the drilling well hill. And he had asthma and had severe
asthma attacks. And they didn 't know whether he would ever be able to go back to
drilling or not. He was so ill. But I remember thinking then , what are we going to do if
my dad cannot work again. That was a concern to all of us. Needless to say, they
· didn't start on the upstairs. And to this day, there is not an upstairs in that house.
Except that my brother has started one now. But he does have the stairs up there,
that's about as far as he's gotten . But other than that time , I don't ever remember
worrying about money coming into the house, because it wasn't a concern of ours. It
wasn't discussed in front of all of us, I don't guess we didn't worry about it.
I think they did absolutely fantastic with what they had in raising six children. I'm
sure it was not easy. I'm sure there were times when they wondered where their next
penny LE: was coming from. But we were not aware of that. If my father ever worried ,
he never let us know it. I know he did , but he could worry and whistle at the same time .
So , we never were aware that he was worried about anything. I'm sure that mother did .
But we loved our mother and father very much . We respected them very much . I
thought many times .. . Mother was more the disciplinarian of our family than my dad
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was because he was gone all the time and he didn't want to discipline us. When he was
home, he just wanted to love us. But it was left up to her to do all the disciplining of the
children because she was the one there. And she was pretty good at that, too. But I
only remember being spanked by my father one time in my whole life. And my sister
and I, again went with him somewhere and got into a fight while he was talking to
somebody. And he probably whacked us one time, and that hurt more than all the times
that mother had lined us all up and just nearly beat us to death . But it was because he
did it, it just absolutely broke my heart that he would even touch us. But they were great
parents.
My dad retired from the drilling business, actually. And it was always fascinating to
us, the drilling business. And that's a great part of this area that we live in . A lot of
families were connected with the drilling business . And it was hard work, I know that it
was hard work. And to work twelve hour shifts in anything is hard work. But he would
take us with him lots of times . We stayed all night with him at the drilling well, slept on
whatever was there to sleep on. But it always fascinated me.
After I went to work for the old gentlemen that my father worked with and for, for
many years it was still fascinating to me, the gas business. And I got to know more
about it there than I ever knew when my father was in it. But, I can remember stumbling
on many things in the office that I worked in that I can remember hearing my father talk
LE: about. And one day I stumbled onto a well record book that my father had filled
out. And he had written in it on the day I was born. And I thought, ha, he was not home
when I was born. But I'm sure he was wherever he had to be. But I do remember
stumbling on that, and it was his writing, and it was the day that I was born. And I
thought that was real interesting that I should find that in all these records that they had
of these wells . But it was a good business for us and I loved working in it until I retired .
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It was a wonderful , like again I say, this is the best place I know of to raise
children . I think they have more moral values than most of the pla'ces of the world . This
was a good place to raise our children, and I think that. They were in walking distance
of the school. And I think, for the most part, our children had pretty good teachers, too .
They all liked school. There's three of them , we have three children . Actually, two
families. We have a son forty-five , and a girl forty-one , and then we have a thirty year
old son. So, it was like raising a second family all by himself. But they all liked school
and I'm very fortunate that they did . And I d~n·t remember even having to tell them that
they had to go to school. They knew they had to go, so they didn't question it. But I
know that there are a lot of kids who do, and they get by with it. But I guess we're lucky
that they liked school , also. And I think they liked growing up in this neighborhood . It
was a good neighborhood. When the two older children grew up here, there was a big
bunch of kids here their age. By the time our youngest son came along, there was not
one child in this whole area of town worked. So , there was not even anybody home
during the day. So, he, in turn, was the one who actually was afraid to come home in
the evening . And I think he resented me working more than the other two children
because there was always plenty around for them to play with, there was always people .
But times had changed until he hated coming home to a house that no one was in. And
LE: there was not even a neighbor around , if he needed help. So , therefore, we kept a
baby-sitter with him for many years later than we would have the other children,
because he didn't like coming home to an empty house, never did . They've all turned
well, I think that says a lot for Appalachia that they have.
In all this rambling that I'm doing I had three children, but I didn 't have a husband.
(smiles) But that isn't true . I married a local boy, two years older than I was . Who was
raised about seven miles from where I was raised. And, like I say, we had three
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children . Before I married, when I graduated from high school, for some reason , there
was not that much emphasis put on education. One of the reasons might have been
that you could teach in a one room country school without a college education at that
time . I think you had to commit yourself to going on to college. But you could get a job
teaching with one year, maybe, of college in a country school. But I never, ever even
considered going on to college. Probably because I knew my parents couldn't afford to
send me and nobody ever really encouraged us to work our way through college. I just
felt like I needed to get a job to help them, because they'd had a hard struggle bringing
all of us up, I'm sure.
So, actually the summer that I graduated from high school, I went to work in ,
Charleston at the employment security office . I never liked typing that well. I was never
any good in typing . Fortunately, I had a teacher who catered to me, I guess you might
say. I like typing, but I just could not stand the pressure of speed typing. I just went all
to pieces. So , when the gentleman asked me what I wanted to do when I went to work
in Charleston I said, give me whatever job but I do not want to type . Well, he sent me to
key punch school, which was not only typing, but a numerical keyboard, also. Why, I
stayed with that about three months maybe. I was a wreck. There again, there was
LE: pressure put on typing fast, not making errors. And that's just not something I
could do. That was just something I couldn't do. So, after about three months, I finally
walked in and said , you know, you're either going to find me something else to do, or I'm
going back to Hamlin, West Virginia. I cannot take anymore of this So, he said, what
would you like to do? And I said, now, you know, I think I'd like the big machines you
have here. Which was collators and sorters, and all kinds of big machines that handled
what key punchers gave them and put through these big machines. So, he took me out
and put me on the big machines, and I guess I just went to town . I finished the quarter
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faster than anyone had ever finished it who had been there. And I loved it. I loved it
until my first child came along and I quit.
Russ and I have, actually when we started dating, he started attending the church
that I went to which was the Methodist church here in Hamlin . I was already a member
of that church, and he became a member of that church . And his whole family started
coming to that church because of us, and probably looking forward to the grandchildren.
But we both love our church . We love the people there, we love God . I don 't think
there's any church that has any more loving l'eople than the church we belong to .
We've been through hard times and they're always there . And I think they always will
be.
I think churches in small towns are certainly different than churches in larger towns .
A lot is expected of you in a church in a small town. And I've always kind of thought ,
gee, I'd like to be in a big church, so when I missed a Sunday, nobody would know it.
But I don't think I'd like that at all. I think we need to be a part of something . That's
what we're more a part of than anything in our family than here.
LE: Like I say, we raised our family here . One lives close in Culloden, and the other
one lives in Kentucky, and our son is still single and lives in Laurel, Maryland . They're
all very happy doing what they do. We have eight grandchildren, and some of them we
keep half the time. But we wouldn't take anything for them. We wouldn't take anything
for the life we live here.
We did spend a year in Brazil, which was a wonderful experience for us. And it was
certainly different than living in the hills of West-Virginia. We had never been out of the
state of West Virginia that much other than for vacations . We traveled lots of summers
vacations, but going to Brazil was an opportunity of a lifetime . Russ went there to open
a plant for Union Carbide and to teach the people there to run it. And we took our
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youngest son with us and it was an opportunity for him. But I just felt like we just could
not pass up. He loved it, he didn't want to go, but he loved it after he got there. Went to
a great Pan-American school. And developed a love for traveling and still loves to travel
through that trip. It was the only time in my life that I had no responsibilities. My
husband had to work and my son had to go to school, but I didn't have to do anything .
So, that was just a year of sheer luxury for me. I'll always remember it, and always be
thankful that we had the opportunity to see another part of the world. Loved it, I would
love to go back, but only if I knew I was comifl'lg back to WV. If I had been there for
more than a year, knowing I might not come back to West Virginia, I would not have
liked it as much. But we knew we were coming back. So, that was a good experience
for us.
After Russell and I were married, he worked in several places here in Hamlin. He
worked in garage, he worked in a filling station, painted signs. He was very good at
lettering trucks, lettering signs, and he would do that in his spare time to make extra
LE: money. When our daughter, second, was born, she was only about a month old,
when he was called to work at Union Carbide at Institute, West Virginia. Which meant
he had to travel about forty-five minutes back and forth every day. But that was a good
job, and we were tickled to death that he got it. And he worked it for forty-some years, I
think and retired from there . He has a good retirement, he has enjoyed being retired.
When he retired, his mother was ill with cancer, so he had to spend a lot of time with
her. And it's good that he retired, because I was having to take off from work to take
her in to see doctors, treatments, whatever. So, he retired and he took over that job of
taking her in for whatever she had to go for. If she was in the hospital, he took care of
that. He also had an elderly father, that he was taking care of at that time, in fact, he
still is. He's ninety-four and still lives by himself.
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<END SIDE 1/BEGIN SIDE 2>
CR: Okay, when you were in Brazil, comparing it to West Virginia ,' what differences
could you see?
LE: Okay. The biggest difference in West Virginia and Brazil is the ... What am I trying
to say? There was two classes of people there. There was no middle class . They
either had nothing or they had everything . We were considered rich by the people of
Brazil, the people who had nothing. And I guess in their eyes, we were. We had a good
place to live, we lived in an apartment building . You couldn't believe when you saw the
apartment buildings, I mean it was done by hand labor, most of it. And we lived on the
eleventh floor of a huge apartment building . And you'd think, I wonder how they, would
stand up, but they did. We had air conditioning, which was unheard of to them . We had
refrigeration, which was unheard of. But we had the comforts of home while we were
there . The people, it was a way of life. They begged, they stole , they sold on the
LE: streets, anything they could get their hands on to sell. They treated us nice, very
nice, but that didn't mean they wouldn't steal from you if they could . Like I say, they
considered us rich, and I guess in their eyes we were, because we had so much more
than they did. They were polite people. We didn't really have-- I didn't really get to
know that many of them, other than domestic help that we had in the houses . I knew a
lot of the maids. I could have had a full time maid, it was dirt cheap . But I didn't have
anything for her to do. And I think everybody needs something to do . So, also they
spoke Portuguese, and we were only supposed to be there six months. So, we didn't
learn a lot of Portuguese. They gave us a crash course that we could tell the days of
the week, count money, greetings, and so forth . I found out you can say a lot of things
with your hands. But if we had known we were going to be there as long as we were, I
think we would have concentrated more on learning the language . There were lots of
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places that I would not go, unless I had somebody with me that knew Portuguese well,
because I just couldn't understand what they were trying to tell me'. And you never know
what danger you are in if you don't know what they are telling you.
But it was a beautiful country. We lived in Salvador in Bahia, which we always flew
into Rio de Janeiro. But the place we lived in was so different from Rio or Sao Paulo.
They were commercialized, I guess, and big tourist attractions, particularly Rio. The
place we lived was a older settlement. It was like going back into the days after the war
here . All the vehicles were old, the fire truck~ looked like old army surplus or something.
It was just a different way of life. They were happy people, they didn't have a lot, but
they were happy with what they had . And they.. . It was a lot slower paced than ,it is
here. There was no competition, you know, they did what they could .
LE: But Russell had, of course, to work, like I say, every day, and it was a little difficult
for him. The language barrier was more difficult for him than anything . But they all
wanted to learn to speak English. I think that's one of the downfalls of our country, we
don't want to speak anybody's language but our own . Of course, we expect everybody
who comes to our country to speak English. Or if we go to their country, we expect
them to speak English.
But, like I say, they were happy people. They had open air markets that we loved,
that's where we got all our produce. You could have any kind of fresh produce you
wanted. We were surrounded on three sides by water. And you give me the water, and
the sand, and the sun and I'm happy. But it was just a beautiful old town, a whole lot of
old buildings. They had the most beautiful churches that I have ever seen . Although
the people had nothing ; these churches were filled with gold . And although they would
steal the shirt off your back, they would never touch one of the churches. They were all
very superstitious people. Catholic, all the way through, mostly. And we went to a
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English-speaking church, which was the only one there . And it was run by missionaries
out of England . And it probably was a, maybe Presbyterian or Episcopalian or some
kind of a church like that. I don't know what it was-- English-speaking. There was a
Baptist missionary there from the US in one of the big Baptist churches. But it was not
English-speaking. He spoke strictly Portuguese. So, we never, ever really went to that
church . But they said you could visit a church every day of the year going across Bahia
and you'd never run out of churches. They were just everywhere and they were
beautiful, but they were old, old, old, old chunches . But we really enjoyed it there.
It was an educational experience for all of us. And it's good for our son to see how
some other people lived . I can remember one day eating in a, I think it was a pizza
LE: place. They had American restaurants cause there had been a big Dow chemical
group of people there ahead of us. In fact, they had their own compound . All the
people were in this compound with a guard. So, there was a big Pan-American school
there . And I remember being in a pizza place with our son and this little child coming up
to take the crust from our pizza. The people who ran the place were trying to run them
off and we wouldn 't let them. We would just hand them the pizza. But it was good for
him to see that there are people who do not have what we have , and he saw a lot of
that.
But he also saw a lot of happy people. So, he really enjoyed it. He, at the time
we went there, was playing the trumpet. He went to a Brazilian college, and had a
German professor, who taught him music while he was there. So, he enjoyed that. And
he played with a German band, and we do have it taped, and it's really interesting to
listen to . But it was a great experience for all of us.
We just got to see so much while we were there . Like I say, it was a different way of
life for us. We wouldn't have enjoyed it nearly as much, had we not known we were
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coming back to West Virginia . But we came back into West Virginia on, came through
customs into Texas on Thanksgiving Day, when we came back to stay. I always wanted
to be one in the family who went away and everybody looked forward to you coming
back, because I had never been away. So, that was the one time in my life that I got to
do that. My younger sister had lived in Puerto Rico, and Venezuela, and Australia . So,
when they came home it was always a big to do, when the family came home. So, for
one time I got my big homecoming .
After coming back from Brazil, I had takelil, didn't take a leave of absence when I left
work and went there, because I didn 't know if I wanted to work or not, when I came
home. Even before I left for Brazil , I had gone to just part-time work so that I co .uld
LE: spend more time with my son. When I came back home, it was in wintertime. And
I think I had been home a month and I was ready to go back to work. I think I'd just
worked too long , so I was ready to go back.
So a friend of mine had asked me to come to a man who has an oil and gas
business and to work through the tax season, which would have been April the fifteenth.
They're really overloaded that time of year for about three months. So, I went to work
through the tax season. Fifteen years later, I retired from there. I really didn 't mean to
retire. It's a good job, was a good job, and we had a lot of leeway as to what we had to
do. And if any duties at the house demanded me being here, I could always come. I
really called about my Medicare and the lady persuaded me to start drawing my Social
Security. So, I decided if I was going to draw Social Security, there wasn't any point in
me working and giving it all back to the government. So, I decided to retire.
As I said earlier, my husband had been retired for several years . And I thought it
was time , maybe, that we started doing some stuff around the house. We still couldn 't
travel that much because of his elderly father that he takes care of and, who refuses to
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let anybody else take care of him . So, we are kind of limited as to what we can do and
where we can go. My husband won't go anywhere that he cannot 'check on his father
and be back home within that same day. So, it is limited to where we can travel to.
We have enjoyed retirement. One of the reasons I wanted to retire was to be able to
help my daughter, who has five children . I was very fortunate with my children, my
mother was always there to help me. I don 't know how I would have raised them without
her and worked . So, I thought now was my time to repay that by being able to help my
daughter with her children.
LE: I think that the best thing about being retired is not setting an alarm clock. I don't
mind getting up, I just hate the clock to wake me up. When you think about it, you've
lived with an alarm clock all your life . So, it's wonderful not to have to set that clock.
We're still very active in the church, which takes a great deal of our time . We do
take trips to Maryland quite often to see our son, usually just a weekend trip . And we
have taken some vacation trips , but always, as I said, we could always check on papaw
to be sure that he was alright. I am enjoying retirement. I don't miss it. I miss the
money, but I don't miss the working .
CR: I would like to know about the historical experiences you lived through, and how
they effected you.
LE: Okay. First of all, one of the big, big impacts on my life was that our high school
burned my senior year. That was devastating to all of us. As I've said before, I liked
school, maybe a lot of people were happy that it burned , but I wasn't. I was the first
graduating class that graduated from the Lincoln County Courthouse. And, of course,
since then the school was then rebuilt and much nicer than it was . But that did effect us
a lot.
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When I graduated, I went to work in Charleston . Not that many of my graduating
class was going on to college. I don't think it was ever really stressed that much to us.
knew that my parents couldn't afford it, so I just assumed that I was supposed to go to
work and help them. My younger sister did go to WVU and graduated from there. I'm
sure that she probably had a lot of help through the 4-H program and the county agent
who was here at that time. And that was what she was supposed to go into when she
graduated , but she didn't.
LE: The wars I remember well. I had a brotner, I had two brothers who served in the
wars. One of them served in two wars. I remember that it effected our family very
much, particularly when the oldest son went to service. My oldest brother served in two
wars and I remember that once , my father was very ill with pneumonia. And I think they
must have given him an emergency leave to come home and see him . And I remember .
that's one of the few times that I saw my father really cry was when he was going to go
back. He served in all parts of the service, all over the world , so never knowing if he
was going to get back or not. But I do remember that that was one time that my father
just broke down and balled. My younger brother also served in the-- I don't know if it
was the Korean War or the Vietnam War. But he didn't travel to any foreign countries,
so he was pretty safe.
I also remember that we had several hometown heroes. And we had several people
from our small community that was killed in the service, several young men . And I
remember that we had one hometown hero by the name of Chuck Yeager, who went on
to be the first man to fly faster than sound. And I remember the first time he buzzed
Hamlin. As a young girl, it just ... We didn't know what was happening because we'd
never seen anything like it. Of course, we got used to it, because he did it many times .
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I remember when John Kennedy was assassinated and I remember that I heard it on
TV probably, and then I had to go to a children's choir practice. And I was so upset with
some of the children that didn't seem to understand exactly how tragic it was and was
making light of it, which just infuriated me. That they had not been taught more respect
for the President. I now know that they were just children and I shouldn 't be so upset. I
do remember when that happened . I remember when Roosevelt died . All these things
you remember as a child growing up.
LE: ------------------ space program . And I dO'remember when John Glen orbited the
Earth . And , of course , have lived through his return th irty years later. And I think that's
wonderful that he's seemed to come through it very well, even for his age. I hope then
that a lot can be learned from that experience, because it was very costly . So many
things I have experienced, not nearly as much as a lot of the older people who have
seen so much happening in the automobile business, trains , planes , boats , whatever.
But I think we live in a wonderful age , and I'm glad we do have access to all of that from
this Appalachia town . We live about forty-five minutes probably , from airports, bus
stations, train stations. I guess you can start here and go anywhere you want to in the
world. And I think it's wonderful.
We were speaking of John Glen and Chuck Yeager and there 's quite a controversy
that has gone on since John Glen did go back into space. I'm not sure that Yeager
thinks much of that. But I think that there's always been a little jealousy between the
NASA program and the air force, as it is.
We did erect a statue to Charles Yeager in our small town of Hamlin. And I served
on that committee as secretary and wrote all the letters that went out to the different
people. And it was quite a day when he did come back and buzz the town again. And
he came for the unveiling of the statue. It's very nice, sits in front of the new high
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school. And I'm very proud of him and that he is from Hamlin . I think he's a good
spokesman for us, for Appalachia. And you can certainly listen to him talk and tell that
that's where he's from . He makes no bones about that, he's very proud of it. Although
he's been in California for many years. He still has a sister who lives close to Hamlin.
Of course, his mother and father are both buried here. I think he probably comes in to
LE: see his sister occasionally, but we don't see him much in Hamlin since his mother
passed away.
CR: What is your opinion on the education system in Appalachia, particularly West
Virginia?
LE: Okay. I think we have two excellent universities here in West Virginia . As a matter
of fact, our youngest son went to West Virginia Tech and at that time, it was a great
school. He chose to go into computers and, at the time he graduated, West Virginia - Tech was the best ranked computer college in West Virginia. That's why he chose to go
there . He has done wonderful by attending that school. For a while, we didn't know if
we were doing the right thing by sending him there . Actually, he had his heart set on
Carnegie-Melon, but we weren't for that. So, he did go to Tech and I think it's probably
the best thing that happened to him because he came from a small school in a small
town. And to throw him into some place like Carnegie-Melon, particularly when the child
is kind of a loner, I think he would have been lost. But at Tech, he had almost a one on
one basis with his teachers, a first name basis. He liked it very well, did wonderful there.
Branched out into music and still has a love of that . He graduated with honors at Tech,
went to work in Laurel, Maryland, because at that time, there was not that much
available here to work in computer programs. So, he stayed there, in and around Silver
Springs and College Park, Maryland, and so forth. And he loves that area. We wish he
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were closer to home, but that's where work is. And he went on to Johns Hopkins and
got his master's degree in computer science.
My oldest son went to WVU and then transferred to Marshall, and never graduated
from either one. But they were both good schools. Of course , our daughter married
and moved to Nebraska for twelve years .
There is not a lot to offer in the way of employment for young kids coming out of
school. I wish there were more and I think eventually, it's going to be better. I think the
LE: Toyota plant coming into Appalachia is going to boost our economy here. Of
course, I've seen the coalfields when they were thriving and then , a lot of them are
ghost towns. And now they're back to strip mining and a big controversy over that. I
don 't really see it, but I do know that a lot of people 's jobs here in Appalachia do depend
on that. I don't know what a lot of families would do if they didn 't have that. They'd
have to leave to find employment somewhere else. So, there's lots of pros and cons to
that.
Right now the big debate is on the regional transpark airport, I guess . I think the
vote's going to come up on that in a few days . And a lot of pros and cons to that. I am
very much in favor of it. I think it will bring a lot of employment to West Virginia. As a
matter of fact, I'm partial. I'm in favor of the Lincoln County site . I think it will be great
for us here and be a big boost to the economy. Anything that they can bring industry in,
I think should be done to keep young people here. I know that within , it effects most
everything that anyone does. Within our church, there just are not the young people.
They're all gone. None of them raises their families here so, therefore, churches are
really struggling in small towns like this, because the kids have gone somewhere else to
find employment.
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CR: In your opinion, what do you think most impacted who you are today in
Appalachia?
LE: Okay. I think probably our Appalachian heritage more than anything determines
who I am today. I've been very fortunate in that several generations of my family were
in this area, born and raised in this area. I come from a long line of God-fearing, loving
people. They were strict, yet we knew we were loved. We've been very fortunate that
we had some very good teachers in our small town . I had lots of good teachers and my
children have been very fortunate in the theytve had good teachers , also. I think good
LE: teachers, strong Christian people in the church, strong rules at home and knowing
exactly what was expected of you . And we did it.
I can't ever remember any of us saying we didn't want to go to school. One of the
reasons being, we had so many chores at home to do. So, we would rather go to
school to get out of them . But we liked school, and that was the biggest tbing, I think.
But I did, and I think all my brothers and sisters really liked school. And we knew that
was expected of us, so we never thought much about it. You just always went to school.
I grew up in a small, small-- it wasn't even a town. It was just beside the town, I
guess, on the outskirts of town. And you wouldn't call this a town I don't think, to us it
was because there was businesses in it. Which we didn't have except one little store in
the place that I was raised.
All the children in the area were about, I guess, in the same financial state we were
in. We were poor, but we didn't know we were poor. We always had plenty to eat.
I think who I grew up with probably had a big impact on me. There were good kids in
the neighborhood I grew up in. And we were close to all of them, to the parents as well.
And all parents looked out for everyone else's children . So, you didn't get by with much
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that someone didn't know about and didn't tell about. I think this has had a big impact
on my life.
Probably my mother and dad and grandparents had the biggest impact on my life.
Like I say, being from Appalachia to me is a proud heritage. And something that I'm
proud that have and that my children have. And I really don't envy the people who did
not grow up here, because we got a strong foundation here that will be with us all of our
lives .
LE: My husband and I, I guess you could say have not traveled extensively. We have
been many places, observed many traditions in different towns. Particularly, had a
brother-in-law who was from New Jersey, or Pennsylvania. This was a whole new
experience from us. He was certainly different that we were. Had been raised
differently, been raised in a military school. And just had a whole different outlook on life
than we ever knew. Any time we traveled, you observe different things about different
people. We were always glad to get back home. And I can 't think of any other place. I
always thought I might like to live in a big city, but after visiting some, I've decided no, I
don't believe I would . I know that we thoroughly enjoyed Brazil, but would not have
enjoyed it nearly as much if we had thought we were not coming back at a certain time.
It would have been scary to me if I thought we had to stay there, would never return to
Appalachia and to West Virginia.
This is our home. The people are different here. They are the friendliest, most
loving people that we have ever met anywhere we have ever gone. We're always glad
to be back among our own. And I think then, children feel the same way even when
they come home . They are greeted by first name basis. And that means a lot to
people, who are coming back home. I don't think they would particularly want to come
back here and live, because it's different than when they grew up. And their friends are
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not here anymore. In fact, I know they wouldn't want to come back here and live. And
none of them would have jobs here, for that matter. But they do enjoy coming home
and visiting West Virginia. And they too have a deep love for the Appalachian
Mountains.
CR: Well, I'd just like to thank you, Lois, for enduring two interviews with me. And
having the patience to help me with my fieldwork project.
LE: You are entirely welcome. I enjoyed it.
CR: Okay.
LE: Best of luck.
<END OF INTERVIEW>

SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW
The interview with Lois Elkins had several points, but one main point that was
prevalent throughout the interview was her happiness. She talked about her childhood
through today, and constantly described things as loving them or cheerily discussing her
life. Appalachia has many gifts in people and Lois is one of them . She explains that
although they did not have very much, her family persevered and seemed very content
with each other. Lois goes over her school days and first working days in West Virginia.
She talks about her children, husband, and family, and a deep love shines through as
she recounts her past.
Lois also describes going to Brazil and the life that she led there . She seemed
to find contentment, even that far from her home . Mrs. Elkins describes the beauty of
the area the was her temporary home, while her husband, Russell helped Union Carbide
establish a plant in Brazil. She explains how the people lived and her obstacles during
her year long stay there. Also , Lois tells aboi.it being glad to return to Hamlin, her home,
and not wanting to ever live anywhere else.
Another major point of Lois's life is hei church . Religion has played a large role
in her life and continues to this day. She goes over generations of her family going to
the Methodist church in Hamlin and how much time that it takes up of her everyqay life .
Lois has an instilled love for God, her family, and the region that she calls her only
home, Appalachia .
Lois Elkins is an extraordinary person that I have had the pleasure of knowing all
of my life. She has been a friend of my family and my friend, too . She will keep a
special place in my heart and I will never forget her. Her life in Appalachia mirrors so
many more of the people here and one set of ideals shines through . Love God, love
your family, and love where you are from, these three along with one point that is ever
present in Lois's life--always seek happiness, for it will set you free .

~

.', ·:?r:••.t ••·:<: ~: ':•,••:'}7~:~t~fl~ ( "' ,. >".\,l;ls'.''.• ,'• • •~ ::\•.~: '/t:• -:• •,: .•l
·1

:-

•c

•( •,

•,: •> •, -~,

'

,.:

/

RlEllEASlE FORM
Deed of Gtfl

L

f ,_,,__J

lo lhe

Oh. 4,!2h..J

Pubhc Domain

, do hereby give to the Oral History

of Appalachia Program of Marshall University the tape recordings and transcripts
ofmy interview(s) on

\ \ { LL{

{ q~

I authorize the Oral History of Appalachia Program of Marshall University to use
the tapes and transcripts in such a manner as may best serve the educational and
historical objectives of their Oral History Program.
In making this gift, I voluntarily convey ownership of the tapes and transcripts to
the public domain.

th&ci,in1L

'B OllAN

(Agent of the Oral History of Appalachia Program)

(Date)

£r½2 ~- Y ~
(Donor)

TAPE#1
SUBJECT: LIFE HISTORIES

AN ORAL INTERVIEW WITH: MRS. LOIS ELKINS

CONDUCTED BY: CHRISTINA ROUSH

DATES OF INTERVIEW: NOVEMBER 24, AND DECEMBER 1, 1998

TRANSCRIPTIONIST/fYPIST: CHRISTINA ROUSH

SOHKARY OF LOIS ELKINS INTERVIEW:

Ms. Elkins discusses in detail her growing up years, family, school days
and early working days.

Lois also describes her trip to Brazil and the

life that she led there. and bow her husband, Russell, helped Union Carbide
establish a plant there.

Another major point of Lois's life is her church.

She talks in detail the influence religion has and continues to play in
her life.
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CR: This is Christina Roush. I'm here with Lois Elkins and I'm interviewing her for my
fieldwork project. How are you doing Lois?
LE: Fine, thank you.
CR: I would just like to know basically about your life in Appalachia.
LE: Okay. I'll start with birth. I was born in New Hamlin, July the twenty-sixth, nineteen
thirty-one in my home. My mother and father built the house and we were all raised
there . And I think every one of the children were born in the house, except maybe the
last one. I think he might have been born in the Henson clinic. There were three boys
and four girls and all survived except one boy who died at the age of eight months, with
some kind of complications that probably would not have happened this day and age at
all, if they could have gotten him to a hospital. But, for the tome being, I knew there it
was too late.
My father was a driller in the gas well business. All my life, that's all I can remember.
He boarded away from home most of the time, worked twelve hour shifts. He was a
driller, and lots of times, did not get to come home on weekends, because they worked
around the clock until the well was finished. And then he would come in until they
started a new one. But I remember that as being part of our life. He just was not there
that much and, unless he was working close to home. And my mother, more or less,
raised us. She learned to do everything that men do, also, and in turn, we learned to do
a lot of it, too.
My grandfather and my grandmother lived with us, which were my dad's parents,
until they both died. I don't remember my grandmother that well. I think I was four when
she died, three or four. But I do remember my grandfather very well, because I was
probably in the sixth grade, or somewhere around there, when he died.
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LE: I don't guess we had that much, of course this was, the depression came along
there also. But we didn't, if we were poor, we didn't know we were poor because
everybody else was just like us. New Hamlin was a wonderful place to grow up as a
child. We had, there were lots of children there and had a lot, we had a lot of friends.
And, like I say, most of them were just like we were.
I don't remember us ever doing without anything, and certainly not food, because we
raised enough to provide whatever we needed. We always had our own meat, garden,
and food was very plentiful as far as I remember as a child. I don't ever remember
being put to bed hungry, or even being put to bed with just a little to eat. We always had
plenty. We probably didn't have a lot that money buys, but we got along well.
I was the fourth of the seven children. I was a big tomboy, because the child that my
parents lost was between two girls, and my father wanted a boy when I was born. So,
he made me a boy (laughs), a tomboy. And I did not learn to sew, I hate sewing to this
day. All my other sisters sewed, but when they were all doing that, I was with my dad,
doing whatever he was doing. Whether it was feeding chickens, feeding the pigs. I also
thought I would be really, really a big daddy's girl and learn to milk the cow. And I was
the only one of the children that learned to milk the cow. And I regretted the day I ever
did that, because from the time I learned, I got to milk the cow every day. But I thought
my dad would be so proud of me that that was the one thing that I wanted to do. But
that wasn't too smart on my part.
We, of course, all went to Hamlin school and a bus picked us up and brought us to
school every day and took us back home. And there again, I don't remember that we
ever felt that other people had so much more than we did. I'm sure that there were kids,
LE: probably tiere in town that did have more. But we never, ever felt like we were
poor, like I say, everybody else was just like us.
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I loved school. My parents, my dad was not that strict, but my mother was very strict.
I can't ever, in my wildest imagination, ever, as I know a lot of kids do today, say I don't
think I'll go to school today, because we knew better than to ever say that. But,
fortunately, I think we all liked school, I know I did. And we worked hard at home, so we
were probably tickled to death to get to go to school.
But it wasn't all work, we had a lot of play, too. Like I say, a lot of kids to play with.
And they all had chores to do also, but there was fun times. All the fun was in the
homes, because that was the only entertainment there was. I can remember going from
different people's houses popping popcorn, making popcorn balls, having taffy pulls.
Just going to somebody else's house and making a pan of fudge, or... I can't remember
games that we played in the winter time. I just can't recall that until Monopoly came out.
I remember playing Monopoly and I remember playing Rook. Many, many nights I
remember playing Rook, and that was probably the first games that we ever had in our
house. And I'm sure that it even belonged to us, but I remember us playing with other

kids.
Ages of the children were kind of spaced between, particularly the older ones. My
brother was much older than I was, and for a long time, for many, many years, the only
boy. So, he got most anything that he wanted. And sometimes we girls resented that
but he was, like I say, the only boy for many years. I don't know how many years is
between him and my younger brother. But the youngest is a boy and the oldest was a
boy. Like the oldest one, I really don't remember that much. I think he was just so
much older than I was growing up that he probably didn't' have too much to do with any
of we LE: girls, for that matter. He might have the older ones, but he really didn't me
because there was a big age difference.

s
By the time the second boy came along, I think I was probably seven when he was
born. But he was just our play toy, we absolutely adored him. And he was the sickliest
child I've ever seen. There was always something wrong with him, but we just carried
him around like a baby doll from the time he was born. You would never know by
looking at him now, but he was a sickly child, and he was.
I was probably closer to the one sister ahead of me and the one sister behind me.
One sister younger than I am, there was only a little over a year's difference in us. I
guess as a child, we probably played a lot together, but I can remember we fought a lot,
too. I can remember fighting with her more than any of the other family, because my
other sister was eight years older, four years older than I was. So, there again, I was
just the tag along as far as she was concerned, probably. But I remember my sister
Barbara, and I fighting, from the time I can remember anything, we fought until our
mother walked onto the scene. And then everything was quiet till she got out of there.
Out of sight or hearing again and then we would start fighting again. But we were close,
particularly close now, probably closer after I left home and went to work. But I do
remember that we couldn't agree on anything growing up. But we just had wonderful
times as children .
There were so many children in that neighborhood and we had to find our own
entertainment. And there were hills all around us, and we had playhouses, on the hill
above our house at least, big rock cliffs. We just always had places to play. We never
lacked for entertainment. I don't ever remember saying to anybody I'm bored. We
knew LE: better than to be bored, because if we were, there would be something for us
to do. Mother would have seen to that. But, like I say, it was a wonderful time to grow
up.
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We didn't have all the pressure on us that kids today have. We had good teachers, I
remember very few teachers that I was really afraid of. Maybe one or two I didn't like as
well as others, but on the whole, I really liked my teachers. They were good people and
I loved school. I loved school all the way through, which was to my advantage. And like
I say, I think we probably all did. I think we were taught to like school, to have a love of
school.
But, like I say, my dad worked away from home so, therefore, we did not have a
vehicle at our disposal until he would come home. My mother did not drive. She taught
herself to drive after I was in high school, probably. She didn't need to drive, she didn't
have anything to drive. So, most of our transportation was on foot, because we didn't
go anywhere but from New Hamlin to Hamlin, which was a mile. And that was nothing
for us to walk that, even two or three times a day.
My grandparents lived in Hamlin, and we spent a lot of time at their house.
remember that all holidays were spent at my grandparents' house in Hamlin. And I think
back-- there were lots and lots of grandchildren because it was a big family. And I don't
ever, ever remember my grandmother ever having to call the children down. I mean,
even in the wintertime. We were all in this big house and playing together, all
grandchildren . But I don't ever remember her ever saying an unkind word to us or
calling us down. But probably my mother and my mother's family, the children all knew
what they were supposed to do and they did, for the most part. We knew not to get into
stuff that we weren't supposed to be in, you know, in my grandmother's house. So, we
all just obeyed the rules and had a wonderful time together.
LE: Like I say, most of our transportation was on foot. In high school, sometimes the
bus would run to bring us in to sports activities at the high school. I was fortunate
enough, after we got older, to have a girlfriend who had a car. And she would come and
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bring me to Hamlin to activities at the school. Otherwise, I probably would not have
been allowed to go because I wasn't allowed to walk at night to Hamlin. So, I just don't
know that we were deprived of anything. I wouldn't trade it for any life. I hope that my
kids can look back and say the same thing, because Hamlin is a wonderful town. I think
it's been a wonderful place for me to grow up.
And the church was always a big part of our lives. I don't remember at what age we
started coming to Hamlin to church. But from the time I can remember church, that's
where we were, in Hamlin at my grandparents' church. Probably we walked there most
of the time, too, I really don't remember. And I think my grandfather would come to get
us a lot. He didn't drive. Sometimes he would just come and walk us down. I don't ever
remember him driving. I don't know that he could, evidently he couldn't.
He worked for Columbia Gas and he walked a meter beat over all these hills, all
those years. And I remember him walking by our house many times. And I don't ever
remember seeing him drive, so I don't guess he did. But they were certainly good
tomes.
When you're growing up as a child, money doesn't mean that much to you. And I
never, ever even thought about what kind of salary my father had, because there was
always ever-- you know, whatever we needed, was always there. I do remember as a
child that Christmases were certainly a little slim, but we didn't know the difference,
because there was always something there, always some toy, always plenty, like I say,
plenty to eat. And it was a wonderful tome for us.
LE: I only remember one time of ever even thinking of money as far as my father's job
was concerned. And we, like I say, had a big family. There was six children and a
grandfather who lived there even after I remember that much about it. There was three
bedrooms. My grandfather had one of them, so you can imagine how the rest of the
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house was kind of piled. And my mother and father had another one. So, that left a
bedroom for four girls. And, I think my brother probably slept in the bedroom with my
grandfather. But I don't remember even worrying about that. I'm sure we slept right
four to a bed many a nights. I'm sure we did then.
But I remember one time that we were going to add on to the house and we were all
so excited. We were going to put an upstairs in our house and they were supposed to
start on a Monday morning. I don't know what age I was by that time, but old enough to
know that we were going to get an upstairs and the whole family was excited. But, on I
think on either a Thursday or a Friday before they were to start on that house, they
brought my father home from the drilling well hill. And he had asthma and had severe
asthma attacks. And they didn't know whether he would ever be able to go back to
drilling or not. He was so ill. But I remember thinking then, what are we going to do if
my dad cannot work again. That was a concern to all of us. Needless to say, they
didn't start on the upstairs. And to this day, there is not an upstairs in that house.
Except that my brother has started one now. But he does have the stairs up there,
that's about as far as he's gotten. But other than that time, I don't ever remember
worrying about money coming into the house, because it wasn't a concern of ours. It
wasn't discussed in front of all of us, I don't guess we didn't worry about it.
I think they did absolutely fantastic with what they had in raising six children. I'm
sure it was not easy. I'm sure there were times when they wondered where their next
penny LE: was coming from. But we were not aware of that. If my father ever worried,
he never let us know it. I know he did, but he could worry and whistle at the same time.
So, we never were aware that he was worried about anything. I'm sure that mother did.
But we loved our mother and father very much. We respected them very much. I
thought many times... Mother was more the disciplinarian of our family than my dad
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was because he was gone all the time and he didn't want to discipline us. When he was
home, he just wanted to love us. But it was left up to her to do all the disciplining of the
children because she was the one there. And she was pretty good at that, too. But I
only remember being spanked by my father one time in my whole life. And my sister
and I, again went with him somewhere and got into a fight while he was talking to
somebody. And he probably whacked us one time, and that hurt more than all the times
that mother had lined us all up and just nearly beat us to death. But it was because he
did it, it just absolutely broke my heart that he would even touch us. But they were great
parents.
My dad retired from the drilling business, actually. And it was always fascinating to
us, the drilling business. And that's a great part of this area that we live in. A lot of
families were connected with the drilling business. And it was hard work, I know that it
was hard work. And to work twelve hour shifts in anything is hard work. But he would
take us with him lots of times. We stayed all night with him at the drilling well, slept on
whatever was there to sleep on. But it always fascinated me.
After I went to work for the old gentlemen that my father worked with and for, for
many years it was still fascinating to me, the gas business. And I got to know more
about it there than I ever knew when my father was in it. But, I can remember stumbling
on many things in the office that I worked in that I can remember hearing my father talk
LE: about. And one day I stumbled onto a well record book that my father had filled
out. And he had written in it on the day I was born. And I thought, ha, he was not home
when I was born. But I'm sure he was wherever he had to be. But I do remember
stumbling on that, and it was his writing , and it was the day that I was born . And I
thought that was real interesting that I should find that in all these records that they had
of these wells. But it was a good business for us and I loved working in it until I retired .
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It was a wonderful, like again I say, this is the best place I know of to raise
children. I think they have more moral values than most of the places of the world. This
was a good place to raise our children, and I think that. They were in walking distance
of the school. And I think, for the most part, our children had pretty good teachers, too.
_They all liked school. There's three of them, we have three children. Actually, two
families. We have a son forty-five, and a girl forty-one, and then we have a thirty year
old son. So, it was like raising a second family all by himself. But they all liked school
and I'm very fortunate that they did. And I don't remember even having to tell them that
they had to go to school. They knew they had to go, so they didn't question it. But I
know that there are a lot of kids who do, and they get by with it. But I guess we're lucky
that they liked school, also. And I think they liked growing up in this neighborhood. It
was a good neighborhood. When the two older children grew up here, there was a big
bunch of kids here their age. By the time our youngest son came along, there was not
one child in this whole area of town worked. So, there was not even anybody home
during the day. So, he, in turn, was the one who actually was afraid to come home in
the evening. And I think he resented me working more than the other two children
because there was always plenty around for them to play with, there was always people.
But times had changed until he hated coming home to a house that no one was in. And
LE: there was not even a neighbor around, if he needed help. So, therefore, we kept a
baby-sitter with him for many years later than we would have the other children,
because he didn't like coming home to an empty house, never did. They've all turned
well, I think that says a lot for Appalachia that they have.
In all this rambling that I'm doing I had three children, but I didn't have a husband.
(smiles) But that isn't true. I married a local boy, two years older than I was. Who was
raised about seven miles from where I was raised. And, like I say, we had three
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children. Before I married, when I graduated from high school, for some reason, there
was not that much emphasis put on education. One of the reasons might have been
that you could teach in a one room country school without a college education at that
time. I think you had to commit yourself to going on to college. But you could get a job
teaching with one year, maybe, of college in a country school. But I never, ever even
considered going on to college. Probably because I knew my parents couldn't afford to
send me and nobody ever really encouraged us to work our way through college . I just
felt like I needed to get a job to help them, because they'd had a hard struggle bringing
all of us up, I'm sure.
So, actually the summer that I graduated from high school, I went to work in
Charleston at the employment security office. I never liked typing that well. I was never
any good in typing. Fortunately, I had a teacher who catered to me, I guess you might
say. I like typing, but I just could not stand the pressure of speed typing. I just went all
to pieces. So, when the gentleman asked me what I wanted to do when I went to work
in Charleston I said, give me whatever job but I do not want to type. Well, he sent me to
key punch school, which was not only typing, but a numerical keyboard, also. Why, I
stayed with that about three months maybe. I was a wreck. There again, there was
LE: pressure put on typing fast, not making errors. And that's just not something I
could do. That was just something I couldn't do. So, after about three months, I finally
walked in and said, you know, you're either going to find me something else to do, or I'm
going back to Hamlin, West Virginia. I cannot take anymore of this So, he said, what
would you like to do? And I said, now, you know, I think I'd like the big machines you
have here. Which was collators and sorters, and all kinds of big machines that handled
what key punchers gave them and put through these big machines. So, he took me out
and put me on the big machines, and I guess I just went to town. I finished the quarter
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faster than anyone had ever finished it who had been there. And I loved it. I loved it
until my first child came along and I quit.
Russ and I have, actually when we started dating, he started attending the church
that I went to which was the Methodist church here in Hamlin. I was already a member
of that church, and he became a member of that church. And his whole family started
coming to that church because of us, and probably looking forward to the grandchildren.
But we both love our church. We love the people there, we love God. I don't think
there's any church that has any more loving people than the church we belong to.
We've been through hard times and they're always there. And I think they always will
be.
I think churches in small towns are certainly different than churches in larger towns.
A lot is expected of you in a church in a small town. And I've always kind of thought,
gee, I'd like to be in a big church, so when I missed a Sunday, nobody would know it.
But I don't think I'd like that at all. I think we need to be a part of something. That's
what we're more a part of than anything in our family than here.
LE: Like I say, we raised our family here. One lives close in Culloden, and the other
one lives in Kentucky, and our son is still single and lives in Laurel, Maryland. They're
all very happy doing what they do. We have eight grandchildren, and some of them we
keep half the time. But we wouldn't take anything for them. We wouldn't take anything
for the life we live here.
We did spend a year in Brazil, which was a wonderful experience for us. And it was
certainly different than living in the hills of West Virginia. We had never been out of the
state of West Virginia that much other than for vacations. We traveled lots of summers
vacations, but going to Brazil was an opportunity of a lifetime. Russ went there to open
a plant for Union Carbide and to teach the people there to run it. And we took our
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youngest son with us and it was an opportunity for him. But I just felt like we just could
not pass up. He loved it, he didn't want to go, but he loved it after he got there. Went to
a great Pan-American school. And developed a love for traveling and still loves to travel
through that trip. It was the only time in my life that I had no responsibilities. My
husband had to work and my son had to go to school, but I didn't have to do anything.
So, that was just a year of sheer luxury for me. I'll always remember it, and always be
thankful that we had the opportunity to see another part of the world. Loved it, I would
love to go back, but only if I knew I was coming back to WV. If I had been there for
more than a year, knowing I might not come back to West Virginia, I would not have
liked it as much. But we knew we were coming back. So, that was a good experience
for us.
After Russell and I were married, he worked in several places here in Hamlin. He
worked in garage, he worked in a filling station, painted signs. He was very good at
lettering trucks, lettering signs, and he would do that in his spare time to make extra
LE: money. When our daughter, second, was born, she was only about a month old,
when he was called to work at Union Carbide at Institute, West Virginia. Which meant
he had to travel about forty-five minutes back and forth every day. But that was a good
job, and we were tickled to death that he got it. And he worked it for forty-some years, I
think and retired from there. He has a good retirement, he has enjoyed being retired.
When he retired, his mother was ill with cancer, so he had to spend a lot of time with
her. And it's good that he retired, because I was having to take off from work to take
her in to see doctors, treatments, whatever. So, he retired and he took over that job of
taking her in for whatever she had to go for. If she was in the hospital, he took care of
that. He also had an elderly father, that he was taking care of at that time, in fact, he
still is. He's ninety-four and still lives by himself.
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<END SIDE 1/BEGIN SIDE 2>
CR: Okay, when you were in Brazil, comparing it to West Virginia, what differences
could you see?
LE: Okay. The biggest difference in West Virginia and Brazil is the... What am I trying
to say? There was two classes of people there. There was no middle class. They
either had nothing or they had everything. We were considered rich by the people of
Brazil, the people who had nothing. And I guess in their eyes, we were. We had a good
place to live, we lived in an apartment building. You couldn't believe when you saw the
apartment buildings, I mean it was done by hand labor, most of it. And we lived on the
eleventh floor of a huge apartment building. And you'd think, I wonder how they would
stand up, but they did. We had air conditioning, which was unheard of to them. We had
refrigeration, which was unheard of. But we had the comforts of home while we were
there. The people, it was a way of life. They begged, they stole, they sold on the
LE: streets, anything they could get their hands on to sell. They treated us nice, very
nice, but that didn't mean they wouldn't steal from you if they could . Like I say, they
considered us rich, and I guess in their eyes we were, because we had so much more
than they did. They were polite people. We didn't really have-- I didn't really get to
know that many of them, other than domestic help that we had in the houses. I knew a
lot of the maids. I could have had a full time maid, it was dirt cheap . But I didn't have
anything for her to do. And I think everybody needs something to do. So, also they
spoke Portuguese, and we were only supposed to be there six months. So, we didn't
learn a lot of Portuguese. They gave us a crash course that we could tell the days of
the week, count money, greetings, and so forth. I found out you can say a lot of things
with your hands. But if we had known we were going to be there as long as we were, I
think we would have concentrated more on learning the language. There were lots of

places that I would not go, unless I had somebody with me that knew Portuguese well,
because I just couldn't understand what they were trying to tell me. And you never know
what danger you are in if you don't know what they are telling you.
But it was a beautiful country. We lived in Salvador in Bahia, which we always flew
into Rio de Janeiro. But the place we lived in was so different from Rio or Sao Paulo.
They were commercialized, I guess, and big tourist attractions, particularly Rio. The
place we lived was a older settlement. It was like going back into the days after the war
here. All the vehicles were old, the fire trucks looked like old army surplus or something.
It was just a different way of life. They were happy people, they didn't have a lot, but
they were happy with what they had. And they. .. It was a lot slower paced than it is
here. There was no competition, you know, they did what they could.
LE: But Russell had, of course, to work, like I say, every day, and it was a little difficult
for him. The language barrier was more difficult for him than anything. But they all
wanted to learn to speak English. I think that's one of the downfalls of our country, we
don't want to speak anybody's language but our own. Of course, we expect everybody
who comes to our country to speak English. Or if we go to their country, we expect
them to speak English.
But, like I say, they were happy people. They had open air markets that we loved;
that's where we got all our produce. You could have any kind of fresh produce you
wanted. We were surrounded on three sides by water. And you give me the water, and
the sand, and the sun and I'm happy. But it was just a beautiful old town, a whole lot of
old buildings. They had the most beautiful churches that I have ever seen. Although
the people had nothing, these churches were filled with gold. And although they would
steal the shirt off your back, they would never touch one of the churches. They were all
very superstitious people. Catholic, all the way through, mostly. And we went to a
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English-speaking church, which was the only one there. And it was run by missionaries
out of England. And it probably was a, maybe Presbyterian or Episcopalian or some
kind of a church like that. I don't know what it was-- English-speaking. There was a
Baptist missionary there from the US in one of the big Baptist churches. But it was not
English-speaking. He spoke strictly Portuguese. So, we never, ever really went to that
church. But they said you could visit a church every day of the year going across Bahia
and you'd never run out of churches. They were just everywhere and they were
beautiful, but they were old, old, old, old churches. But we really enjoyed it there.
It was an educational experience for all of us. And it's good for our son to see how
some other people lived. I can remember one day eating in a, I think it was a pizza
LE: place. They had American restaurants cause there had been a big Dow chemical
group of people there ahead of us. In fact, they had their own compound . All the
people were in this compound with a guard. So, there was a big Pan-American school
there. And I remember being in a pizza place with our son and this little child coming up
to take the crust from our pizza. The people who ran the place were trying to run them
off and we wouldn't let them. We would just hand them the pizza. But it was good for
him to see that there are people who do not have what we have, and he saw a lot of
that.
But he also saw a lot of happy people. So, he really enjoyed it. He, at the time
we went there, was playing the trumpet. He went to a Brazilian college, and had a
German professor, who taught him music while he was there . So, he enjoyed that. And
he played with a German band, and we do have it taped, and it's really interesting to
listen to. But it was a great experience for all of us.
We just got to see so much while we were there. Like I say, it was a different way of
life for us. We wouldn't have enjoyed it nearly as much, had we not known we were
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coming back to West Virginia. But we came back into West Virginia on, came through
customs into Texas on Thanksgiving Day, when we came back to stay. I always wanted
to be one in the family who went away and everybody looked forward to you coming
back, because I had never been away. So, that was the one time in my life that I got to
do that. My younger sister had lived in Puerto Rico, and Venezuela, and Australia. So,
when they came home it was always a big to do, when the family came home. So, for
one time I got my big homecoming.
After coming back from Brazil, I had taken, didn't take a leave of absence when I left
work and went there, because I didn't know if I wanted to work or not, when I came
home. Even before I left for Brazil, I had gone to just part-time work so that I could
LE: spend more time with my son. When I came back home, it was in wintertime. And
I think I had been home a month and I was ready to go back to work. I think I'd just
worked too long, so I was ready to go back.
So a friend of mine had asked me to come to a man who has an oil and gas
business and to work through the tax season, which would have been April the fifteenth.
They're really overloaded that time of year for about three months. So, I went to work
through the tax season. Fifteen years later, I retired from there. I really didn't mean to
retire. It's a good job, was a good job, and we had a lot of leeway as to what we had to
do. And if any duties at the house demanded me being here, I could always come. I
really called about my Medicare and the lady persuaded me to start drawing my Social
Security. So, I decided if I was going to draw Social Security, there wasn't any point in
me working and giving it all back to the government. So, I decided to retire.
As I said earlier, my husband had been retired for several years. And I thought it
was time, maybe, that we started doing some stuff around the house. We still couldn't
travel that much because of his elderly father that he takes care of and, who refuses to
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let anybody else take care of him. So, we are kind of limited as to what we can do and
where we can go. My husband won't go anywhere that he cannot check on his father
and be back home within that same day. So, it is limited to where we can travel to.
We have enjoyed retirement. One of the reasons I wanted to retire was to be able to
help my daughter, who has five children. I was very fortunate with my children, my
mother was always there to help me. I don't know how I would have raised them without
her and worked. So, I thought now was my time to repay that by being able to help my
daughter with her children.
LE: I think that the best thing about being retired is not setting an alarm clock. I don't
mind getting up, I just hate the clock to wake me up. When you think about it, you've
lived with an alarm clock all your life. So, it's wonderful not to have to set that clock.
We're still very active in the church, which takes a great deal of our time. We do
take trips to Maryland quite often to see our son, usually just a weekend trip. And we
have taken some vacation trips, but always, as I said, we could always check on papaw
to be sure that he was alright. I am enjoying retirement. I don't miss it. I miss the
money, but I don't miss the working.
CR: I would like to know about the historical experiences you lived through, and how
they effected you.
LE: Okay. First of all, one of the big, big impacts on my life was that our high school
burned my senior year. That was devastating to all of us. As I've said before, I liked
school, maybe a lot of people were happy that it burned, but I wasn't. I was the first
graduating class that graduated from the Lincoln County Courthouse. And, of course,
since then the school was then rebuilt and much nicer than it was. But that did effect us
alot.
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When I graduated, I went to work in Charleston. Not that many of my graduating
class was going on to college. I don't think it was ever really stressed that much to us.
knew that my parents couldn't afford it, so I just assumed that I was supposed to go to
work and help them. My younger sister did go to WVU and graduated from there. I'm
sure that she probably had a lot of help through the 4-H program and the county agent
who was here at that time. And that was what she was supposed to go into when she
graduated, but she didn't.
LE: The wars I remember well. I had a brother, I had two brothers who served in the
wars. One of them served in two wars. I remember that it effected our family very
much, particularly when the oldest son went to service. My oldest brother served in two
wars and I remember that once, my father was very ill with pneumonia. And I think they
must have given him an emergency leave to come home and see him. And I remember
that's one of the few times that I saw my father really cry was when he was going to go
back. He served in all parts of the service, all over the world, so never knowing if he
was going to get back or not. But I do remember that that was one time that my father
just broke down and balled. My younger brother also served in the-- I don't know if it
was the Korean War or the Vietnam War. But he didn't travel to any foreign countries,
so he was pretty safe.
I also remember that we had several hometown heroes. And we had several people
from our small community that was killed in the service, several young men. And I
remember that we had one hometown hero by the name of Chuck Yeager, who went on
to be the first man to fly faster than sound. And I remember the first time he buzzed
Hamlin. As a young girl, it just... We didn't know what was happening because we'd
never seen anything like it. Of course, we got used to it, because he did it many times.
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I remember when John Kennedy was assassinated and I remember that I heard it on
TV probably, and then I had to go to a children's choir practice. And I was so upset with
some of the children that didn't seem to understand exactly how tragic it was and was
making light of it, which just infuriated me. That they had not been taught more respect
for the President. I now know that they were just children and I shouldn't be so upset. I
do remember when that happened. I remember when Roosevelt died. All these things
you remember as a child growing up.
LE: ------------------ space program. And I do remember when John Glen orbited the
Earth. And, of course, have lived through his return thirty years later. And I think that's
wonderful that he's seemed to come through it very well, even for his age. I hope then
that a lot can be learned from that experience, because it was very costly. So many
things I have experienced, not nearly as much as a lot of the older people who have
seen so much happening in the automobile business, trains, planes, boats, whatever.
But I think we live in a wonderful age, and I'm glad we do have access to all of that from
this Appalachia town. We live about forty-five minutes probably, from airports, bus
stations, train stations. I guess you can start here and go anywhere you want to in the
world. And I think it's wonderful.
We were speaking of John Glen and Chuck Yeager and there's quite a controversy
that has gone on since John Glen did go back into space. I'm not sure that Yeager
thinks much of that. But I think that there's always been a little jealousy between the
NASA program and the air force, as it is.
We did erect a statue to Charles Yeager in our small town of Hamlin. And I served
on that committee as secretary and wrote all the letters that went out to the different
people. And it was quite a day when he did come back and buzz the town again. And
he came for the unveiling of the statue. It's very nice, sits in front of the new high
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school. And I'm very proud of him and that he is from Hamlin. I think he's a good
spokesman for us, for Appalachia. And you can certainly listen to him talk and tell that
that's where he's from. He makes no bones about that, he's very proud of it. Although
he's been in California for many years. He still has a sister who lives close to Hamlin.
Of course, his mother and father are both buried here. I think he probably comes in to
LE: see his sister occasionally, but we don't see him much in Hamlin since his mother
passed away.
CR: What is your opinion on the education system in Appalachia, particularly West
Virginia?
LE: Okay. I think we have two excellent universities here in West Virginia. As a matter
of fact, our youngest son went to West Virginia Tech and at that time, it was a great
school. He chose to go into computers and, at the time he graduated, West Virginia
Tech was the best ranked computer college in West Virginia. That's why he chose to go
there. He has done wonderful by attending that school. For a while, we didn't know if
we were doing the right thing by sending him there. Actually, he had his heart set on
Carnegie-Melon, but we weren't for that. So, he did go to Tech and I think it's probably
the best thing that happened to him because he came from a small school in a small
town. And to throw him into some place like Carnegie-Melon, particularly when the child
is kind of a loner, I think he would have been lost. But at Tech, he had almost a one on
one basis with his teachers, a first name basis. He liked it very well, did wonderful there.
Branched out into music and still has a love of that. He graduated with honors at Tech,
went to work in Laurel, Maryland, because at that time, there was not that much
available here to work in computer programs. So, he stayed there, in and around Silver
Springs and College Park, Maryland, and so forth. And he loves that area. We wish he
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were closer to home, but that's where work is. And he went on to Johns Hopkins and
got his master's degree in computer science.
My oldest son went to WVU and then transferred to Marshall, and never graduated
from either one. But they were both good schools. Of course, our daughter married
and moved to Nebraska for twelve years.
There is not a lot to offer in the way of employment for young kids coming out of
school. I wish there were more and I think eventually, it's going to be better. I think the
LE: Toyota plant coming into Appalachia is going to boost our economy here. Of
course, I've seen the coalfields when they were thriving and then, a lot of them are
ghost towns. And now they're back to strip mining and a big controversy over that. I
don't really see it, but I do know that a lot of people's jobs here in Appalachia do depend
on that. I don't know what a lot of families would do if they didn't have that. They'd
have to leave to find employment somewhere else. So, there's lots of pros and cons to
that.
Right now the big debate is on the regional transpark airport, I guess. I think the
vote's going to come up on that in a few days. And a lot of pros and cons to that. I am
very much in favor of it. I think it will bring a lot of employment to West Virginia. As a
matter of fact, I'm partial. I'm in favor of the Lincoln County site. I think it will be great
for us here and be a big boost to the economy. Anything that they can bring industry in,
I think should be done to keep young people here. I know that within, it effects most
everything that anyone does. Within our church, there just are not the young people.
They're all gone. None of them raises their families here so, therefore, churches are
really struggling in small towns like this, because the kids have gone somewhere else to
find employment.
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CR: In your opinion, what do you think most impacted who you are today in
Appalachia?
LE: Okay. I think probably our Appalachian heritage more than anything determines
who I am today. I've been very fortunate in that several generations of my family were
in this area, born and raised in this area. I come from a long line of God-fearing, loving
people. They were strict, yet we knew we were loved. We've been very fortunate that
we had some very good teachers in our small town . I had lots of good teachers and my
children have been very fortunate in the they've had good teachers, also. I think good
LE: teachers, strong Christian people in the church, strong rules at home and knowing
exactly what was expected of you. And we did it.
I can't ever remember any of us saying we didn't want to go to school. One of the
reasons being, we had so many chores at home to do. So, we would rather go to
school to get out of them. But we liked school, and that was the biggest thing, I think.
But I did, and I think all my brothers and sisters really liked school. And we knew that
was expected of us, so we never thought much about it. You just always went to school.
I grew up in a small, small-- it wasn't even a town. It was just beside the town, I
guess, on the outskirts of town. And you wouldn't call this a town I don't think, to us it
was because there was businesses in it. Which we didn't have except one little store in
the place that I was raised .
All the children in the area were about, I guess, in the same financial state we were
in. We were poor, but we didn't know we were poor. We always had plenty to eat.
I think who I grew up with probably had a big impact on me. There were good kids in
the neighborhood I grew up in. And we were close to all of them, to the parents as well.
And all parents looked out for everyone else's children. So, you didn't get by with much
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that someone didn't know about and didn't tell about. I think this has had a big impact
on my life.
Probably my mother and dad and grandparents had the biggest impact on my life.
Like I say, being from Appalachia to me is a proud heritage. And something that I'm
proud that have and that my children have. And I really don't envy the people who did
not grow up here, because we got a strong foundation here that will be with us all of our
lives.
LE: My husband and I, I guess you could say have not traveled extensively. We have
been many places, observed many traditions in different towns. Particularly, had a
brother-in-law who was from New Jersey, or Pennsylvania. This was a whole new
experience from us. He was certainly different that we were. Had been raised
differently, been raised in a military school. And just had a whole different outlook on life
than we ever knew. Any time we traveled, you observe different things about different
people. We were always glad to get back home. And I can't think of any other place. I
always thought I might like to live in a big city, but after visiting some, I've decided no, I
don't believe I would. I know that we thoroughly enjoyed Brazil, but would not have
enjoyed it nearly as much if we had thought we were not coming back at a certain time.
It would have been scary to me if I thought we had to stay there, would never return to
Appalachia and to West Virginia.
This is our home. The people are different here. They are the friendliest, most
loving people that we have ever met anywhere we have ever gone. We're always glad
to be back among our own. And I think then, children feel the same way even when
they come home. They are greeted by first name basis. And that means a lot to
people, who are coming back home. I don't think they would particularly want to come
back here and live, because it's different than when they grew up. And their friends are
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not here anymore. In fact, I know they wouldn't want to come back here and live. And
none of them would have jobs here, for that matter. But they do enjoy coming home
and visiting West Virginia. And they too have a deep love for the Appalachian
Mountains.
CR: Well, I'd just like to thank you, Lois, for enduring two interviews with me. And
having the patience to help me with my fieldwork project.
LE: You are entirely welcome. I enjoyed it.
CR: Okay.
LE: Best of luck.
<END OF INTERVI EW>

